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Bathroom outage household plan

START HERE: WATER IN AND WASTE OUT ARE SEPARATE CHECKS
1. Restriction, sewage backup, rising bowl or wastewater pump alarm? Stop using the toilet; seek current
local or building instructions.

2. Do you know the toilet type and whether waste removal needs power? If not, confirm with the
maintainer or building manager before assuming.

3. Suitable gravity toilet + working drainage + no restriction: normal use may continue with available
supply. An empty tank calls for the manual-flushing guide.

4. Drainage unavailable: choose a confirmed working alternative and arrange hand hygiene and locally
permitted waste handling.

WRITE DOWN YOUR ACTUAL ARRANGEMENT
Review date / time: __________________ Notice checked at: __________________

Toilet type / model: ______________________________________________________

Water source: municipal / well / building pump / not confirmed

Wastewater route: gravity / pump-dependent / septic / not confirmed

Current instruction / source: ______________________________________________

Water utility / building contact: ___________________________________________

Wastewater or septic maintainer: __________________________________________

Bathroom light / utility-water location: _____________________________________

Working alternative / accessibility needs: __________________________________

Hand hygiene / waste-handling instruction: __________________________________

Unresolved question / person checking: ____________________________________

Next notice check / restoration confirmation: ________________________________

Do not use repeated flushes to test an unpowered pump. Keep drinking water separate.
Organization aid, not a plumbing inspection. Follow local notices and equipment instructions.

Guide: readyresourceful.com/preparedness/can-you-flush-toilet-power-outage/
Prepared 10 October 2026 | Sources and related guides are linked in the online guide.


